
Goal: Promote broad aspects of  
the SFS-Q experience to external 
audiences, while highlighting more 
detailed content for current students 
and staff. Since many staff members 
will be charged with maintaining 
their sections of the site, the design 
needs to provide easy ways for them 
to organize content.
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Grayboxes allow us to lay out a site 
without worrying about details or 
color - they help designers and  
clients focus on the structure of 
content.

We started with an office page in 
the “Services & Administration” 
section. Users spend the most time 
on any site on interior pages like 
this, so the content structure is  
important to define.
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Content Area 

  •  Left nav gives current section and subpages prominence
  •  Right-col allows for related content, office contact details
  •  Highlighted stories are moved to the bottom of the page, as an  
      afterthought (rather than a distraction)
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Header 

  •  Shortens logo for increased text size, readability
  •  Promotes audience pages in a prominent place
  •  Divides find- and audience-related tasks
  •  Brings “Apply online” into the context of admissions
  •  Proposed Search uses Apple-like “suggested links” to increase 
      chance that user finds relevant content.
Development note about “Search” – This search would be Javascript-based and 
implemented by Viget. It would draw from either an on-page hidden list of links or an 
external HTML file of suggested links.
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Footer

  •  ‘Qatar Campus’ bar ties all three site sections 
  •  Main footer area explains GU’s presence in the area and the QF’s  
      relationship to the school
  •  Rotating footer/blurbs highlight real degree, main campus links,  
      Georgetown’s reputation
  •  Social media bar displays otherwise unexpected options on-page,  
      rather than hiding them
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The Homepage is made up  
of five parts: 

1) A rotating ‘feature’ section 
2) An intro with audience links 
3) A news & event area 
4) A broad ‘campus overview’ 
5) A long ‘quicklinks’ list

Georgetown University Qatar/CIRS Redesign

Homepage Graybox





Feature Area

  •  Javascript rotating feature with simple treatment for easy  
      updating. Allows GUQ to show off site content, big stories,  
      or evergreen brand features.
  •  Audience links, prompting users to travel to more specific  
      subpages for relevant content. The larger, expanded Quicklinks  
      area and the links inside Campus Overview are intended to re 
      place the original sub-links in this section.
  •  Arabic option translates the right column into Arabic and  
      adds specific links
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Content Area

  •  Left col is the content “fast lane” - for current news and stories
  •  Right col highlights key areas of general interest
  •  ‘Quicklinks’ show for audiences viewing on-campus, or audiences  
      that click that tab once. They show a much larger list of scannable  
      links, including customizable “My Links”
Development note about “My Links” – Links should appear here when users click 
“Add to Quicklinks” on interior pages. This functionality will be implemented by Viget 
using Javascript and cookies, if time and technology allow. Keybridge, however, would 
need to set up any IP-detection that shows Quicklinks to campus users by default.
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  •  Colors from original moodboard 
  •  New elements created to add Arabic touch to design
  •  Mosaic built from Georgetown ‘G’
  •  Flourish built from Georgetown seal

Georgetown University Qatar/CIRS Redesign

Style Notes






